
  Lofty News 
                   Volume 69: April 2023 

A publication of CrossTies Christian Ministries, a 501(c)(3) organization                                                                                                          

Providing recreational facilities, education and Christian activities                        

for all families and youth 

 

Board of Directors  

 

President: Tony Guyer  

    Vice President: Steven Ayres 

       Secretary/Treasurer:  

Janna Guyer 

Rev. Nita Preston  

Jared Rodgers        

 

 Board of Advisors 

David and Chasity Austin 

Danyelle Ayres 

Ezra and DruAnne Bardsley 

Joe Cunningham 

Tracy and Debbie Knight 

Eric Leckey 

Kacy Rodgers  

 

 

Southern Gospel Concerts start at 6:00 PM (CDT) 

Dinner served at 4:30 PM prior to each concert 

 

May 27 – Justified Quartet, Akron, Michigan 

June 17 – Divinity Trio, New Castle, Indiana 

July 15 - The Childress Family, Madisonville, Kentucky 

August 19 – Mission IV, Stow, Ohio 

September 16 – 4 Calvary, Nixa, Missouri 

October 21 – The Needhams, Murfreesboro, TN 
 

 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

 

June 10 (1 – 4:00 pm)-Spring ½ day paintball  

 

November 4 (8 - 4:00pm)-Fall full day paintball   

 *rain date November 11  

 

December 31 (6:00 pm) New Year’s Eve Gospel Sing  

 *featuring the Angela Lilly Trio & a guest group 

 *cinnamon rolls & snacks available for purchase 

 

January 6, 2024 (6:00 pm) Wild Game Dinner 
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We are continuing to raise funds to finalize 

our beautiful outdoor amphitheater!  

Look at the progress!  

Final touches are listed below.  

Thank you for your continued help! 

 

-spray foam and finishing metal interior  

-green rooms for each side of the stage 

-handrails for outside rows 
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 LOOKING FORWARD NOT BACKWARD 

Have you ever thought…If I had known back then what I know now, I could have ____.  I’m sure I am 

not the only one that thinks like that.   

Let’s look at this from the spiritual side.  When I was younger, I always heard “God is coming soon” 
or “prayer changes things.”  As I’ve grown older (40+), I’ve begun to take these words to heart.  I am 

alive today only by the grace of God. Acts 17:28 Amplified states, “for in Him we live and move and 

exist, for we are His children.”   
We are His family and He is our father.  He created us in His own image, so He desired to have a 

family.  Growing up as a young child, I loved being around/near/close to my Dad.  No matter what 

he was doing, I wanted to be there in his presence.  How much more our heavenly Father wants us 
to be close to Him.  

How close are we to our heavenly Father?  Are we close enough to hear Him when He speaks, feel 
Him when He comes near to us, or see Him move through the beauty of nature (which He created), 

divine intervention or miracles?  We have the power to speak to God and be heard by Him. Prayer.  

He wants us to speak to Him, ask and believe it can be.   
The word of God is a compass that keeps us looking forward, headed in the right direction.  Dr. 

Charles Stanley wrote, “We need to be consistently filled with truth by reading, believing, meditating 

upon, and applying Scripture.  God also tells us to pray without ceasing.  If our minds are focused 
upon Him, unholy beliefs will not be able to take root.”  To ask and believe takes another big word. 

Faith.  Luke 12:32 Amplified says, “Do not be afraid and anxious, little flock, for it is your Father’s 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  Most of us earthly fathers have had our child or grandchild 
come running up to us, grabbing tight to our leg, hugging us hard and saying I love you. Wow! That 

just does something to you and you feel so special.  Do we do that as God’s children?  Are we run-

ning and holding tight to Him, letting Him know how much we love Him? The Lord waits on us to 
pray so He can celebrate our pursuit of Him.  If this world is not what we would like, then we have 

the power of prayer to change it, but we need to be drawing closer to our Father, leaning on Him.  If 

you are not close enough to Jesus, then when you HAVE to lean on Him, you will fall down.  Think 
about that.   

One last thing. Matthew tells us in chapter 16, verse 19, “I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

shall be loosed in heaven.” He will give us the keys to the kingdom.  What does that look like?  Who 

of us has ever been given the keys to a fortune five hundred company or to a free dream house and 
told “it’s yours.”  

God’s kingdom must be so great that there is nothing on earth that we can even remotely compare it 

to. When Christ comes back for His bride (in the words of Ed Sullivan), it’s going to be a really, really 
big show.    

We have to look backward a little, but I want to encourage you to do nothing but look forward, no 

matter your circumstances.  Strive to be closer to your heavenly Father.  Hold tight to His leg. 


